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they let slip no opportunity of urging the workers to assert
themselves and strike for their freedom. With the advent,
on October 1, of Prince Max of Baden as Chancellor, in
succession to Count Hertling, and the consequent " Eevolu-
tion from above ", Joffe, an experienced revolutionary,
scented the beginning of the end and redoubled his activi-
ties. At a later date, it was his proud boast that he had
contributed to the full extent of his power to the triumph
of the German Eevolution. Every diplomatic privilege
was shamelessly abused. The courier service, having the
immunity of "the bag", was remarkably active. The
number of people passing between Moscow and Berlin
under the protection of laissez-passer, and accompanied
by a vast amount of luggage, boxes, and bags, was enormous.
There was every reason to believe that they contained both
arms and revolutionary literature, yet, because of the
extraterritorial privileges of the Soviet Embassy, there
was no legal means to check the steady flow. In addition,
Russian agitators, nominally figuring as attaches on the
stafE of the Embassy, appeared frequently at Independent
Socialist meetings and addressed audiences which were
becoming progressively more enthusiastic.

Nor was this all. The Soviet Government in Moscow
saw no reason for affording any support whatever to Prince
Max of Baden's regime. For, although the new German
Government had declared itself, in principle, in favour of
a revision of the Brest-Litovsk Peace, it had not actually
done anything to change the former eastern policy of
Germany. When the news of Prince Max's proposals for
the democratization of the German Constitution and of
the acceptance of the Fourteen Points was announced by
Kamenev to the Central Executive Committee of the Soviet
Congress, it was greeted with howls of derision. "He won't
stay there long ; Liebknecht will see to that ", was roared
from the bursting throats of the enthusiastic delegates.1
1 M. Phillips Price, p. 344.